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Resolution on Protecting Immigrant
Children and Families
An official statement from the Global Alliance on Behavioral Health and Social Justice
The Global Alliance is committed to applying principles of
social justice to policy development, community action, and
systems change related to the behavioral health and
wellbeing of populations that are vulnerable or marginalized.
In keeping with our mission, we are gravely concerned that
recent developments in immigration policy not only fail to
protect the most vulnerable among us but also create a
climate of fear and uncertainty that will surely have significant
implications for the well-being of immigrant children and their
families.
An enforcement-only approach toward immigration is not only
costly, but it also has severe consequences for immigrant families and their children. Indeed, prolonged fear and
stress can result in a multitude of physical and mental health challenges, such as a weakened immune system,
anxiety, insomnia, high blood pressure, depression, and a host of digestive problems. Further, immigration
policies that are discriminatory in nature and that deny refuge to children and families fleeing violence and
adversity do little to enhance public safety and national security.
Such policies go against the values of the Global Alliance, the values on which the United States was founded,
and the values inherit in many international human rights instruments. In recognition of the social, economic and
cultural contributions of immigrant communities nationwide and the negative mental and physical health
implication of enforcement-only immigration policies, the Global Alliance calls for a renewed focus on
immigration reform that provides a more welcoming approach.

Additional Resources
Immigration: http://www.bhjustice.org/immigration
Immigrant rights:
http://wearecasa.org/resources/know-your-rights/
(available in English and Spanish)
Family preparedness plan:
https://www.ilrc.org/family-preparedness-plan
(available in English and Spanish)
Immigrant child health toolkit from the American
Academy of Pediatrics: http://bit.ly/1JQOyyR

How You Can Help
 Learn more about the history of immigration and
current policies in the United States.

 Make immigrants already in your community feel
welcome.

 Donate to or volunteer for an organization that

provides services and resources to immigrants.
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